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Medium 20-minute task:  Rhythm Challenge (Mars)

Medium 20-minute task:  Peace and War Challenge 
(Venus)

Holst – Extracts from 
‘The Planets’

 

Instruments

Rhythm

Tonality

Dynamics

Tempo

Jupiter
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Longer 45-minute task: What about Pluto?

Step 1: Listen and Analyse

•	 How does Mars sound powerful?

•	 How does Venus sound peaceful?

•	 What makes Jupiter sound joyful?

Step 2: What is Pluto like?

Step 3: Compose

Using body percussion, classroom instruments and voices, perform music for Pluto.  
Your composition should include:

•	 A beginning, middle and end

•	 At least two contrasting dynamics

•	 An ostinato that is repeated

•	 A clear mood


