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How to use these 
resources
Welcome to Orchestra Unwrapped 2026/27 – we are 
excited to be working with you and your students this 
year!

These resources are designed to help teachers plan 
lessons to familiarise pupils with the music we’ll be 
listening to in the concert.

Music as a subject is under increasing pressure 
in schools across the country and, as such, when 
designing these resources, we have been mindful that 
situations in each separate school are likely to be 
vastly different. Some schools might have a dedicated 
music curriculum time led by a music specialist; 
others might have no regular contact time with the 
odd off-timetable day where music features, delivered 
by non-subject specialists.

As such, these resources are not prescriptive but 
rather lay out potential activities and tasks that you 
could use with your students.

Guide

There are 7 different pieces of music which will be 
played at this concert, plus an audience participation 
song. For each of the seven pieces, there are three 
resources:

• Teacher Resource Pack

• Student Workbook

• Presentation

Teacher Resource Pack

This contains information and tasks to support your 
teaching of the piece of music. Each piece has:

• Short 5-minute task

• Medium 20-minute task

• Longer 45-minute task

You might choose to do all three tasks for a piece of 
music, or you might just decide to do one of them. 
Each task has ideas to support and scaffold, and to 
stretch and challenge, with a range of tasks based 
around research, listening, composing, performing 
and linking to other subjects more widely.

• Research, Analysis and Listening Tasks are based
around listening to the music and understanding
the musical detail of the music – for example, how
the instruments are being used

• Composing Tasks are based around creating
your own musical ideas, often based on a
given stimulus. This might involve writing the
composition down or performing the composition
in real time

• Performing Tasks are based around making music.
This could involve performing compositions
written by other people or performing composition
ideas written by the student

There is also a Listening Guide for each of the pieces 
which highlights the main musical ideas linked to 
the YouTube clip at the start of the Teacher Resource 
Pack. There are also possible links to other subjects 
contained in the Teacher Resource Pack to enable 
you to see some possible ways the learning might be 
linked to other areas of the curriculum. Each section 
ends with a glossary of terms used in that resource to 
help with subject-specific vocabulary plus a range of 
sensory activities*for each piece.

The ideas for each piece are often interchangeable; 
if your pupils responded well to a task in one of the 
pieces for example, this could be reused for another 
piece in the set.

Welcome

*Sensory activities created by E. Ugboma
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Student Workbook

The workbook is for pupils to work through the tasks 
outlined in the Teacher Resource Pack. These could 
be printed if you have access to this, but do not need 
to be if this is not required in your setting.

Presentation

The ideas from the Teacher Resource Pack and the 
Student Workbook are combined into a Power Point 
Presentation to make presenting the ideas to the  
class easier.

Other sections

There are also some other resources to help you 
deliver musical content and excite your learners 
about the world of orchestral music. These include:

–	 A Concert Etiquette guide to understand what 
happens in a concert – how do the orchestra get 
on the stage, tune and when does the audience 
clap? This includes a Teacher Resource Pack, 
Student Guide and Power Point presentation with 
activities to support teaching and learning

–	 SOW Information, including how the resource 
links to the National Curriculum, the Prevent Duty, 
British Values and Differentiation – all useful if you 
have a more formal lesson observation

–	 Vocal Exercises as a warmup to get your class all 
working together at the start of a lesson

–	 What is an orchestra and a guide to the 
instruments of the orchestra

–	 Key words and music theory

–	 A section on Women Composers. This includes a 
Teacher Resource Pack, Student Guide and Power 
Point presentation with activities to support 
teaching and learning.

We hope that these resources are useful in giving 
you the confidence to teach this exciting topic within 
a hugely important subject area, and that they help 
to engage your pupils with the cultural significance 
of orchestral music-making. Making music is fun and 
here’s to lots more children being able to experience 
that!

Richard Bristow

August 2026


